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rancc of the Cc/la and Ster»on, that one might very 
eafily have taken out cither Heart or Lungs, without io 
much as touching their Enclofure. Whether this might 
not be occafton'd from the rarify'd Effluvia of the Wa- 
ters, pent up within the Bread, or rather a neceflary 
Cortfequence of the Diaphragm's being fo excellively 
prelltd upwards, I leave to a more Critical Cenfure ; 
neither lhall I take upon me to determine whether the 
contained Liquor happened from any Rupture in the 
Lacteal or Lymphatick Veflcls, according to Dr. Wiflis, 
or (as more probable to me) if it were not pure Serum 
(the Blood being diflblved in its conftituent parts) break- 
ing forth of the little mouths of the Caliac and other 
Arteries. 

~, r (Mr. James iVaffe,-) 

h f C 7,^X "i * n - & J™- ichyrurgeons. 

this Difledhon, I Dan iel Turner S 



IV. Obfervatio Caftn non vulgaris De Hydrofe 
intra ZJteri Tunicas contento. 

ER. a Pcrfon Aged 44, and upwards; fometime 
. after flie was married, had conceived (as fhe 
thought) by (bme fuppofed Symptoms of Pregnancy, 
and in order to her Delivery, at the expiration of the 
time of her Account, her Midwife was confulted. (Her 
fancy'd ) Pains came on, and (he thought her felf very 
near her Labour. Her Belly was grown very big. and 
had gradually increafed from the time of her (imagined) 
Conception ; but alas, (he found her (elf deceived in her 
Expectation, and her Preparations for this time all in 
vain. Her illnels (hortly after wore off, without leaving 
any Prognoftick of an approaching Birth. 
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Thus fhe continued, growing bigger and more indi- 
fpofed, till twice the time of her Reckoning was corn- 
pleated. 

Thofe whom fhe confulted for help, knew not by 
what means to relieve her, as not knowing what her Di- 
flemper was. Some thought (he had a Tympany, Come 
that (he was Afcitical, and others that (he carried a dead 
Child in her Womb. 

She had taken much Phyfick, but without relief, and 
at length made her Application to Dr. G— who, after En- 
quiry into theCircumftances, put her in great hopes by 
his Perfwafions, that fhe might be with Child, and by 
the taking fome few of his Prefcriptions, in all proba- 
bility (he was to be delivered very fpeedily of a Hu- 
mane Foetus, either alive or dead. Thefc Remedies were 
taken as ineffectually as many others ; Co that now (he 
began to defpair of Recovery, yet lived many Months 
afterwards : And laft of all, at three Years end ( from 
the time {he thought her felf Pregnant) (he refer'd her 
felf to one Dr. N— a Profeflbr of Phyfick as well as 
Midwifery. She was now again under a Courfc of Phy- 
fick, and had taken many powerful Hyfterick, and o- 
ther Uterine Remedies. 

It was now without much Queftion concluded that 
fhe Iabour'd of a Mola t or tnat a falfe Conception was 
engendred by one of Nature's Aberrations inftead of a 
true one. The Caufe being now (as was thought) 
found out, there remained nothing but to endeavour its 
expulfion : This was attempted with no better Succefs 
than formerly ; fb that after all flie removed into the 
Air, where (he had not continued long, before fhe lan- 
guiflied and dyed. 

There remained nothing but the opening of the Body, 
which was concluded on, in order to detect this fo oc- 
cult and contumacious a Diftemper. We who were to 
mike the Infpection, met with her Phyfician, and ("the 
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Corps beiog laid as advantagioufly as might be ) we 
began our Incifion from the Vmbilicus tranfvers the Ab- 
domen, to the Ilia: And from the fame centre another 
Incifion direct to the Os Pubis. Here was now an ex- 
pectation on all hands of fbmething rare and Monftrous, 
when on a iudden one of the Difie&ers ( little think- 
ing what was fo near) in cutting through the Perito- 
neum, accidentally thruft his Knife too far, and imme- 
diately there arote a Spring, as it were, of a hmpid Se- 
rum or Lympha, as clear as Water from a Fountain, rifing 
up a very confiderable height, and with great impt- 
tuofity. 

This put an end as well to Conjecture as Difpute, we 
now fully concluding the Diftemper to be an Hydrops 
Tjteri, or a Dropfie contain'd within the Cavity of the 
Womb. Having emptied the containing part of its 
Water, which in quantity did fornewhat exceed two Gal- 
lons or eight Quarts ; we proceeded to fatisfie our felves 
wherein this Deluge had been contained, we found its' 
enclofure was a thin tranfparent Membrane; and yet 
qotwithfianding its extraordinary Dilation, \ could not 
perfwade my (elf that it was the entire Body of the 
Vterm it felf : Upon a more ft.rift fearch, when I turned 
this Membrane to the right fide, I perceived underneath 
this outward .Tunic, or (as I thought) adhering to it, 
a more carnous Subftance. To clear this fufpicion the 
Qs.Puhis was divided, which finding very difHcult to be 
performed with a Knife, I fioifh'd with a fmailSaw. 

I cannot choofe but take notice in this place, of fome 
People's over-credulity, and to wonder that we mould be 
fo eafily perfwaded to let the Light of our Underftand- 
ing in the dark Lanthorn of Authority, when we take 
for granted, that thefe Bones, viz. the Share or Pubes, 
dp teparaie or part afunder of their own accord in time 
of Travel, in order to facilitate the Birth of the Fetus, 

The 
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The Pules being divided.we pafled in a Probe through 
the Pudenda, into the Vagina Z/teri, and having traced 
it as far as it went, by looking into the Pelvis, and fcarch- 
ing for that Carnous Subftance I have already fpoken 
of, we found it to be nothing Ids than the Vterus it k\i\ 
when cutting into its Body, we perceived the end of the 
Probe already entred in the Cervix or Neck thereof. So 
that ( what fecmed to us ftrange ) we were at Jength 
afccrtain'd of the Truth, and convinced that the aforc- 
faid Water was contained in the external. Tunic of the 
Womb, whofe great weight liad thruft the Body thereof 
perfectly on one fide,and hindredan ad million of fearch 
from the Vagina, towards the Fundus Zlteri, the Cervix 
thereof being kept clofe as, in a true Conception. 

One of tiie great Indications of this Woman's Preg- 
nancy, was a Fiux of a whitifh or paliid Humour to her 
Breafts, which ihe could fqueezc out at pleafiire, and 
thought it to be no other than Milk generated therein 
in order to the Nutrition and Coniervation of a future 
Birth. 

She had likewife labour'd the greateft parr of the 
time under a Suppreffion of the Menfes, whofe reflux to 
the Breads, when an alteration had. been induced by its 
Glandules, might as I conje&ure (UTuing from the Pa- 
pilla under a fubalbid form) be taken for Milk, and give 
grounds of a fufptcion that (he had conceived. But I 
{hall leave the ifityology of the aforelaid Phenomena to 
the more Curious Indagator of Anatomick Myfteries. 



Dr. N~ 

rur- 
geons. 
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